Name __________________________


Participation in Gov’t



Urban


Roles of the President

Directions – Using news websites, find examples of President Trump assuming each of these roles.
1. Head of State

2. Chief Legislator

3. Chief Executive

4. Chief Diplomat

5. Political Party Leader

6. Commander in Chief

7. Chief Jurist 

I. Chief of State


A. Symbol of the U.S.A.


B. Hosts, and takes part in, ceremonial events


C. Must sign all commissions of office

II. Chief Legislator


A.  Gives State of the Union message to Congress


B.  Recommends legislation, calls special sessions, and influences legislation


C. Vetoes bills that that he doesn’t approve

III. Chief Executive


A.  Heads executive administration (including cabinet and white house staff)


B.  Issues executive orders


C.  Appoints and dismisses federal officials

IV. Chief Diplomat


A.  Initiates foreign policy


B. Recognizes new foreign governments


C. Helps make treaties

V. Chief Politician


A. Swaps favors with important legislators



- makes suggestions



- threatens to withhold federal spending projects


B. Appeals to the public to support him on issues

C. In charge of his party; influences elections at the national, state, and local levels (“coattail effect”)

VI. Commander in Chief


A. Makes important military decisions


B. Only Congress can formally declare war



- reinforced by War Powers Resolution of 1973


C. During wartime, president gains certain powers



- controls military industrial complex



- regulates wages, prices, food rations, and manufacturing



- suspends some freedoms (i.e., writ of habeas corpus)

VII. Chief Jurist


A. Makes judicial appointments


B. Can pardon convicted criminals


C. Must carry out and enforce court orders
