Uncovering the Past

Dr. Urban


Intellectual History Assignment
 

According to Harvard historian Peter Gordon, “Intellectual history is the study of intellectuals, ideas, and intellectual patterns over time.”  For this short assignment, you will choose one of the history quotes from the handout and write an intellectual history of the quote, its author, and the time period in which it was written (2-3 pages).  In other words, you’re answering the question, “Why did this person define history in this way?”.  Your paper should include the following:

· Who is/was the author?  What can you find out about his/her biography?
· What are the major writings and the ideas contained in his/her works?
· What do you know about the time period in which he/she lived?
· How have his/her biography, surroundings, and ideas influenced his/her perceptions of history?
· Annotate and critique your sources.
Papers should be 2-3 pages in length, with 11-12 point font and 1 inch margins.  You must cite all sources, and include an annotated bibliography (at least 3 sources) that summarizes and evaluates your sources.  This paper is due on Wednesday, September 16, and you will present your findings to the class.
 

Grading Rubric:

Content - ______/60


Format, Style, Grammar -  _______/10 


Annotated Bibliography - ________/20


Presentation - ________/10
TOTAL: 

